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Honorable Nick Smith
House of Representatives
1708 Longworth Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Smith:

2 6 APR 1993 ~HE--SECREl'ARY .~ ROOJl .~.

IN REPLY REFER TO:
7330-7!1700A3

This is in reply to your letter of March 3 , 1993, in which you inquired on
behalf of several of your constituents re rding the Notice of Proposed Rule
Making (Notice) in PR Docket No. 92-235 57 FR 54034 (1992). This Notice
proposes comprehensive changes t e Co ission's Rules governing the private
land mobile radio services operating in the frequency bands below 512 MHz.

Your constituents are specifically concerned about the impact of these changes
on radio control (R!C) hobby users. Enclosed is a discussion paper concerning
our proposals for the 72-76 MHz band. In short, we expect there would be no

constituents'
concerns into account when we develop final rules in this.cproceeding. As
indicated in the Notice, we remain convinced that without significant regulatory
change in radio operations in the bands below 512 MHz, the quality of
communications in the private land mobile radio services will continue to
deteriorate to the point of endangering public safety and the national economy.

We want to thank you for your interest in this proceeding. Your constituents'
letters will be inciuded in the record of the proceeding. We expect final rules
to be issued in 1994.

Sincerely,

<!'~R~~
Deputy Chief, Land Mobile

and Microwave Division
Private Radio Bureau

Enclosures
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Nick Smith
7 rtt DISTRICT. MICUIGA.N

COMMITTEE ON THE BUDGET

COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE, SPACE,
AND TECHNOLOGY ca.~. lA.ousr of 1Rrprrsrntetil1rs

illllklshington, 1f)~ 205J 5-2207

March 31, 1993

~~w
r~:8 LONGWORTH 8UILDING

WA,SUINGfON. DC 20515-2207
(202) 225-6216

209 E. WASHING rON

SUIT£ 200-(>
JA.f:.KSON. MI 49~O'

15171 783-4486

Mr. Lou Sizemore
Congressional Liaison Specialist
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 808
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Mr. Sizemore:

Enclosed please find several letters from my constituents
opposing changes to frequencies on mobile cellular units, PR
Docket 92-235.

I have notified my constituents that I have forwarded their ,
letters to you, and sent them FCC information as well as a copy
of Ralph Haller's letter to me. Please take into consideration
the concerns of my constituents when deliberating this issue and
contact them accordingly.

'sincerely,

~~-~
Nick smith,
Member of Congress

PRINTEO ON RECYClEO PAPER



PULMONARY CLINICS OF SOUTHERN MICHIGAN. P. C. ~
PROFESSIONAL CENTRE EAST () c Y If(0v

900 EAST MICHIGAN AVENUE 1(e.... I
JAGKSON, MICHIGAN 49201-2490 ~III q')

GREGG A. PATTEN, M.D., F.G.C.P.

ROBERT D. ALBERTSON lit, M.D., F.C.C.P.

JAMES 8. CHAUNCEY Ill, M.D., F.C.C.P.

Congressman Nick Smith

Dear Congressman Smith:

February 11, 1993

TELEPHONE

(517) 782-3190

I am writing to urge you to vote against the proposed changes in
radio frequencies of radio-controlled toy units. The changes
which have been proposed will apparently compress the frequency
band in which radio-controlled toys function, and very likely
will render them more apt to interference and loss of control.
As a physician practicing in Michigan I am very much attuned to
the problem of liability. Malpractice suits are an a1l-to-common
fact of life in medical practice, as you know. The liability
involved in model airplanes is also a significant problem for the
hobbyist. Some of these planes are large enough, and have
powerful enough engines to .9ause significant damage to property
and to cause severe injury, or worse, to an innocent bystander
who might be struck with one.

I hope that you will give your serious consideration to this
matter and will act against the proposed changes in the frequency
band of radio controlled toys. Thank you for your help in this
matter.

S1ncerel~./1
l tfflt

R~;t D. Albertson, M.D.

RDA:ks



The Honorable Nick Smith
1708 Longworth
Washington. D.C. 20515

February 23. 1993

Dear Mr. Smith:

I have been an aviation enthusiast since childhood and for the past twelve
years I have been active in the building and flying of radio controlled

I
model aircraft. However, a new proposal by the FCC may place this very
enjoyable activity in jeopardy.

I am Tery concerned about proposed rules that are currently under con­
sideration by the Federal Communications Commission. The proceeding is
PR Docket 92-235. It adopted, the new rules 'will greatly r~uce the usability
o~f'requ~nc1es c\1r?=enUyassigned for iiodel use and increase the risk o~
accidents and attendant liability for'~ontroliing model airplanes.

Our radio con-trol frequencies are in the 72' - ·16-MHz band. This band is
primarily used for private land. JIlobile disp:Ltch operations. However, our
radio control frequencies in this band are far enoUgh ap:Lrt from the. land
mobiletrequencies that we have been a.ble to share the, band .without either use
interfering with the'other. '

Now the ·rcc wants to create more land ~bil~ ~requencies by splitting them
into narrower bandwidths and rearrangii1g the ~nd"plan. As a result; many l8.n6
mobile, fr~uenc~es wil~ m()"ie. elos.er'to:, the .radi9 con:trol frequeJ.1c~es and, .
cause inte:d'erertce to radio control o.peratioils. i: ~told that of 'the '50
freQ.uencies presently'available for radio control of model airplanes, only 19
will be left if these new rules, are adopted. .

When flying our model aircraft by radio control. we go to great lengths to
assure the safety of pilots and spectators and the protection of pr()perty.
Many of our safety precautions involve .the careful coord'ination and use of
the radio control frequencies. If the number of' usable frequencies 'for
radio control is diminished as proposed by the FCC t the remaining frequencies
will become congested and the margin of safety wUl be greatly reduced. We
often fly our models at organized, events and contests where hundreds of
pilots participate. ile nee6 the use of our full complement of radio tre~

quenc1es 1r- order to assure a safe flying environment.

~e have a considerable investment in oUr models and radio equipment and
I think it .... ould be unwise of the FCC to seek to improve operating conditions
of land mobile radio users at the expense of radio control modelers.
Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by not allowing the
FCC to carry out its proposals for the 12-76 !'{Hz band.

Mr. eft Mrs. M. Hodson
322 N. Fislc#! Rd.

Coldwal#!r, MI49036

7J;;r~
Mic Hodson
President, Branch County

Ric Flyers
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THE HONORABLE NICK sMIT~

1708 LONGWORTH BUILDING
WASHINGTON D.C. 20515

DEAR MR. SMITH:

PAUL STROBEL
15 HIDDEN LANE
APARTMENT 3B
BATTLE CREEK

~ICHIGAN 49017

I AM WRITING TO EXPRESS MY CONCERNS ABOUT PR DOCKET 92 - 235 .

A PROPOSED FCC RULE CHANGE THAT, TO MY UNDERSTANDING, WILL

ADD ADDITONAL FREQUENCY USES TO THE 72 TO 76 Mhz RADIO BAND.

THIS IS THE SAME AREA THAT I, AND MANY OTHER PEOPLE, OPERATE

RADIO CONTROLLED MODEL AIRCRAFT, BOATS, AND CARS. I PRESENTLY

OWN FIVE RC HELICOPTERS, AN INVESTMENT OF TEN THOUSAND DOLLARS.

THEIR SAFE OPERATION, AND THE SAFETY OF MY NEIGHBORS AND THEIR
I

PROPERTY, DEPENDS UPON RELIABLE RADIO CONTROL EQUIPMENT. THESE

LITTLE TECHNICAL MARVELS ARE CAPABLE OF SPEEDS OF 30 TO 50 MPH,

BUT MORE IMPORTANTLY THE SPINNING ROTOR DISCS HAVE TIP SPEEDS

IN EXCESS OF 100 MPH EVEN WHILE HOVERING AND THEIR MOTORS PRO-

DUCE 1 TO 2 HORSEPOWER. A FAILURE OF ELECTRONIC OR MECHANICAL

COMPONENTS CAN COST SEVERAL HUNDRED DOLLARS IN PARTS AND, WITH

MY LIMITED SPARE TIME, MANY WEEKS OF WORK TO REPAIR. THE THOUGHT

OF ONE CAREENING THROUGH MY NEIGHBORHOOD TOTALLY OUT OF CONTROL
.

BECAUSE THE RADIO WAS RENDERED USELESS BY SOMEONES CELLULAR PHONE

IS MORE THAN A LITTLE FRIGHTENING.

I WORK SIX AND SEVEN DAYS A WEEK AND EIGHT TO TWELVE HOURS

DAILY, SO MY RECREATIONAL TIME IS RATHER LIMITED, AND VERY

VALUABLE TO ME PERSONALLY. MY HOBBY PROVIDES ME WITH A

NECESSARY, EFFECTIVE MEANS OF STRESS MANAGEMENT THAT HAS KEPT

ME DRUG AND ALCOHOL FREE FOR OVER THREE YEARS. IT MAY NOT WORK

FOR EVERYONE BUT IT HAS CERTAINLY HELPED ME. YOUR HELP IN REDI-

RECTING TH:~~i~LE CHANGE WILL BE GREATLY APPRECIATED



BY MYSELF AND A LARGE SEGMENT OF THE GENERAL PUBLIC.

MY SINCERE THANKS

PAUL STROBEL



March 15 1993

The Honerable Nick Smith:

1 am writing YOU regarding the FCC proposed rule PR Docket 92-235 which

will add commercial mobile frequencies sandwiched between existing radio

controlled model air craft frequencies in both the 72 and 7S MHz bands. The

new frequency tolerance allowed the mobile equipment could put their
~.. .... . .

frequencies right on top of ,ours. Because they are mobile and have four
",-

times the power we use, this could cause, without warning, a complete loss

ofrcontrol of a plane. model planes can weigh UP to 20 LBS. and fly at
,"

100 M.P.H. A crash can cause serious injury or death as well as property

damage. This hobby has a long outstand~ng safety record and has given me

years of enjoyment. Now that 1 am retired, I look forward to filling my

spare time with it. 1 have thousands of dollars and many hours invested in

the equipment but I can not, in good conscience, continue to fly with this
'j"

new rUj~~ffect. 1 strongly urge the FCC not to impliment this proposal

and to keep the frequency assignments as they now stand, thus preserving a

Jack Mason
4486 Bonnymede
Jackson, Mi. 49201

kids and adul ~like.

Thank You. /.' );:7M~



The Honorable Nick Smith
U.S. House of Representives
Washington" D.C. 20510

Feb.20, 1993

Dear Mr. Smith:

I am retired 70 years old and enjoy many hours constructing and operating
radio controlled model airplanes.

I am very concerned about proposed rule making that is currently under
consideration by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC). The proceeding
is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted, the new rules will greatly reduce the
usability of frequencies currently assigned for model use and increase the
risk of accidents and attendent liability for controlling model airplanes.

Our radio frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz band. This band is primarily used
for private land mobile dispatch operations. However, our radio control
frequencies in this band are presently far enough from the land mobile that
we have been able to share the band without either one interfering with
the other.

Now the .FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting our
frequencies into narrower bandwidths and rearranging the band plan. As a result
many land mobile frequencies will move closer to the radio control frequencies
and cause interference to radio operations. I am told of the 50 frequencies
that are available for radio control of model airplanes, only 19 will be left
if these new rules are adopted.

When we fly our model aircraft under radio control, we go to great lengths
to assure the safety of the operators and bystanders and the protection of
property. If the number of usuable frequencies is diminished as proposed by the
FCC, the remaining frequencies will become congested and the margin of safety
will be greatly reduced.

Please understand that many mmodel airplanes have wing spans up to 10 feet
and weigh as much as 30 or 40 pounds. The models themselves are expensive to
build; but more to the point, they are capable of causing property damage,



Hon Nick Smith ~J{e1
United States House of Rep~ . "
1708 Cannon House Office Biding
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Representative Smith:

Regarding the recent proposal to use 72 MHz and
75Mhz frequ~ncies on mobile celluar units.

Please"be awar~ ,I am on~'6f many people using these
frequ~ncies for my radio controlequipm~nt.

A great amount:of expense, thought, and time has
gone into our equipment.

It would be ~ ter~tble loss if I and~y ,rad~o""

control fr iends were not able too operate our equipment
without fear; of disaster'., Signal, inter fer iencecol1ld· cause
serious,iriJury;.to' individuals byan~out-of-cOrit'rol radio
operateda~rplane,·boat' orear.:: '

, Before this "issue is" closed, please' "consider our
posit ion,ccu,:S,f.ll1lY.}, '

..;;.': ..,. ..~:~-:~. ~
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